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REVIEW OF THE WORLD SITUATION AS IT RELATES TO THE
SECURITY OF THE UNITED STATES
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SUMMARY
1. Two major trends in the structure of power relationships
among non-Soviet nations have begun to appear as of the end of 1949¢:
\M (’ w4~ (a) limited but steady growth of UN institutions; (b) regionzal associa -
T tion, particularly in Europe, in the interests of mililary security and
economic development, Both trends are compatible with US security
interests,
2. Western European regionalization, in potential strength as
well as in difficulties and dangers, is a critical laboratory experiment
in a field of international relations of major importance to US cecurity.
a. The UK will accept a full share of regional responsibility
for military security, will participate to a limited extend in regionzl
political associations, but will not merge sconomically with the con~

tinental nations.

NOTE: This review has not been coordinated with the intenigence
organizations oi the Departments of State, Army, Navy, and
the Air Force., The information herein is as of 16 Decembeayr 10490,
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Tpanee and Germany wili go far tocward determining ihe progress of
rapiganl asaociation in Western Europe and its contributicn to the
naecuriiy of the noa-3oviet world.

e, 'ine USSE will txy to irustrate progress toward Wesiern
ffuropean regioralism witile proceeding with the Soviet “‘integration’
scheme in Eastern Zurope.

f, Iasi-West trade in Europe, funneling through Germany, is
2 threat to Western European regionaiization, but it will notbe 2
critical danger if Germany joins a Western blee and through it hes
acesss to markets and raw materials in Western Eurcpe, Europeza

colonies, and the rest of the aon-Soviet world.

3. The political and economic stability of the Near East is unlikely

0 increase in the foreseeanle iuiure as a result of regional association

along European lines. There is little community of interest, and iimited

Arab sub-regional efforts toward coliective action have failed.
4. Asiztic states alsoc feel little community of interest excepi in

he general drive toward nationalism, which hag been mainly directed

ngainst European imperialism. Regienalism in Asia will help very lidtle

in coninining Soviet influence and developing milltary, politicai, and

ceonomic strength among pon-Soviet nations.
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v, In the Western Hemisphere, where successful regiomal co-
cperation nas a iong history, developments of the pasi two years have
weakened the power potential of Hemisphere solidarity. These devel-
opments have net, however, affected the generally anti~-Soviet ovienta-

tion of Latin America,
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